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FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News
Analysis (DNA)_The Hindu” compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News Analy-
sis (DNA)_The Hindu * would help students, especially beginners save time and
streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content page and an
Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of UPSC Civil
Services Examinations. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Babu Se-
bastian, former VC - MG University in extending all support to this endeavour. Final-
ly | also extend my thanks to thank Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed
for their assistance in the preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may be made
in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, comments and sugges-
tions on how to improve and add value for students. Every care has been taken to
avoid typing errors and if any reader comes across any such error, the authors shall
feel obliged if they are informed at their Email ID.
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Admiral Hari Kumar, India’s
Navy chiel, visits Sri Lanka

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Admiral K. Hari Kumar,
Chiel of Naval Staff (CNS),
Indian Navy, who is in Co-
lombo on a four-day visit,
will call on President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, the In-
dian mission said on Tues-
day, amid persisting con-
cerns in New Delhi over a
Chinese military vessel “re-
entering” the Indian Ocean
Region.

Admiral Hari Kumar ar-
rived in Colombo on Mon-
day at the invitation of Vice
Admiral Nishantha Uluge-
tenne, Commander of Sri
Lanka Navy, the Indian
High Commission in Co-
lombo said. During the vi-
sit, the CNS is scheduled to
call on President Wickre-
mesinghe, Prime Minister
Dinesh Gunawardena and
Minister of State for De-
fence Premitha Bandara
Tennakoon and meet se-
nior military officials.

The Admiral is also
scheduled to participate as

Admiral K. Han Kumar

the Chief Guest at the pass-
ing out parade of 5ri Lan-
ka's Naval and Maritime
Academy, in the eastern
Trincomalee district, on
December 15, the High
Commission said in a state-
ment.

Further, indigenous In-
dian Naval Ship Sahyadri, a
multi-role missile frigate of
the Indian Navy is also
scheduled to make port
call at Colombo [December
13] to complement the visit
of the Indian Navy chief.
“The ship would engage in
training engagements with
Sri Lanka Navy and partici-

pate in Maritime Partner-
ship Exercises with Sri
Lanka Navy,” the High
Commission said.

The visit comes even as
Indian authorities report-
edly flagged Chinese mili-
tary vessel Yuan Wang 5
“re-entering” the Indian
Ocean Region last week.
While there was no official
comment immediately, a
PTI report said the Indian
Navy was “keeping an eye"”
on the movement of the
Chinese satellite tracking
ship.

In August this year, the
same vessel became a
source of diplomatic strain
between the neighbours af-
ter Sri Lanka approved its
arrival to the southern Chi-
nese-funded Hambantota
port, despite India raising
concern. Later, Sri Lanka
requested China wo defer
the arrival of the ship.
Apart from India, the Unit-
ed States, too, had con-
veved its apprehensions o
Sri Lankan authorities at
the highesr levels.



Analysing U.S.-China bilateral ties
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‘China plans $143-bn push to
boost chips, compete with U.S.

Reuters
HONG KONG

China is working on a more
than 1 trillion yuan ($143
billion) support package
for its semiconductor in-
dustry, three sources said,
in a major step towards self
sufficiency in chips and to
counter LS. moves aimed
at slowing its technological
advances.

Beijing plans to roll out
one of its biggest fiscal in-
centive packages over hive
years, mainly as subsidies
and tax credits to bolster
semiconductor production
and research activities at
home, said the sources.

The plan, which accord-
ing to the sources could be
implemented as soon as

China has a stated
policy priority to
develop an
independent chip
industry

the first quarter of next
year, has not been report-
ed before.

sSubsidy for purchases
The majority of the finan-
cial assistance would be
used to subsidise the pur-
chases of domestic semi-
conductor equipment by
Chinese firms, mainly sem-
iconductor fabrication
plants, or fabs, said two of
the sources.

Such companies would
be entitled to a 20% subsi-
dy on the cost of purchas-

es, the three sources said.

China has a stated poli-
cy priarity to develop an
independent chip
industry.,

The fiscal support plan
comes after U5, President
Joe Biden in August signed
a landmark bill to provide
$52.7 billion in grants for
U5, semiconductor pro-
duction and research as
well as tax credit for chip
plants estimated to be
worth $24 billion.

With the incentive pack-
age, Beljing aims to step up
support for Chinese chips
firms to build, expand or
modernise domestic facili-
tics for fabrication, as-
sembly, packaging, and re-
search and development,
the sources said.



India-U.K. FTA talks restart
with Goyal-Badenoch meet

The dialogue for a trade pact has been stalled over multiple issues, which indude political
instability in the UK the Ministers have urged the negotiation teams to iron out differences

kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELFI

ommerce and In-
C dustry Minister Piy-
ush Gowval and his

British counterpart Kemi
Badenoch held the sixth
round of discussion on the
India-ULK. Free Trade
Agrecment (FTAY which
had been stalled over mul-
tiple issues, including re-
ported Indian demand for
greater number of student
visas and political turmaol
in the LLE.

Mz, Badenoch, whe ar-
rived on Monday, held a
round of meeting with Mr.
Goval soon after landing
here and continwed exten-
sive discussion il Toses-
day, amidst indications
that the official negotators
would meet o deliberate
on the landmark trade pact
in the coming new year,

“Held a bilateral meet-
ing with the UK. Secretary
of State for Intermational
Trade Kemi Badenoch.
With the sixth round of In-
dia-ULE. Free Trade Agree-

Clearing roadblocks: Fiyush Goyal greeting his British counterpant

Kermi Badenoch in Bew Dethi on Tussday, Fri

ment negotiations on, dis-
cussed how bath sides can
arrive at a mutually benefi-
Ccial agreement o soost
trade and investment ties,”
said Mr. Goyal,

‘Respect cach other®

“The Ministers urged the
negotiating teams 1o work
together with an aim to
iron out the differences in
the spirit of mutual accom-
madation based on the

principle of reciprocity
and respect for each oth-
er's sensitivities, for a ha-
lanced, mutually benef-
cial, fair and equitable
outcome,” stated an official
from the Ministry of Com:-
merce amnd Industry that
deseribied the discussion as
satisfactory.

Mr. Goyal presented
flagship projects of the go-
vernment such as National
Infrastructure Pipeline,

Development Finance In-
stitution and privatisation
of non-strategic  sectors
PsUs, and urged the busi-
nesses in India and the
LLEK. to “take advantages of
these initiatives for eco-
momic  prosperity”.  The
trade pact ran into rouble
because of political insta-
ility in the UK. when Liz
Truss resigned alter a brief
stint of 44 days which also
jeopardised the Deepavali
deadline for the trade deal
that was announced by Bo-
iis Johnson during his visit
to Delhi last April.

The two-day discussion
therefore marks a positive
furn in negofiations as the
two sides came together
ending doubts over a lin-
gering deadiock.

<,

Watch: Rishi Sunak as UK P |
Will the Indaa-LIE FTA finally
hagpen? | Worldview with
Suhasini Haidar
hi‘LI}r{JHHMHI



Assam Accord: Constitution Bench
lists citizenship case for January 10

Krishnadas Raj |
MNEW DELHI

A Constitufion Bench on
Tuesday listed for January
10, 2023 a series of long
pending petitdons challeng-
ing Section 6A of the Citi-
renship Act, 1955 that al-
lows citizenship to illegal
immigrants, mostly from
neighbouring Bangladesh,
who entered Assam before
March 1971. These peti-
tions had been hving dor-
imanl while the court fad
gone ahead and monitored
the publication of the final
Agcam NRC list in Aupgust
2009 and the government
had enacted the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act.
Section 6A was a special
provision inserted into the
Act in furtherance of a
Memorandum of Settle-
ment Cilled the Assam Ac-
cord’ signed on August 15,
1985 by the then Rajiv
Gandhi government with
the leaders of the Assam
Moveement to preserve and
protect Assamess culture,
heritage, linguistic and so-
cial identity. The Accord

came after a six-year agita-
tion by the All Assam Stu-
dents Unien o wdentify and
deport illegal immigrants,

Under Section &A, fo-
reigners who had entored
Aszam before January I,
1966, and been “ordinarily
resident” in the State,
would have all the rights
and oblizations of citizens.
Those who had entered
the State between January
I, 19466 and March 25, 1971
willld hiave the same rights
and obligations except that
they would not be able to
wobe for 10 years.

Petitioms were filed chal-
lenging the “discriminato-
ry™ nature of Section 6A in
granting citizenship to im-

Whether
people who
have acouibred
citizenship can now he
denied citizenship.. this
guestion should be
heard as a preliminary
[T

INERREA J A ESIMNG

Senbir ded vl

migrants, illegal ones at
that. The petitioners, in-
cluding  Assam  Public
Works and others, argued
that the special provision
was in violation of Article 6
of the Constmution that
fixed the cut-off date for
granting citizenship to im-
migrants at July 19, 1948,
Omne of the petitioners, As-
sam Sanmilita Mahasang-
ha, a Guwahati-based civil
society organisation, had
sowght the updation of the
National Register of Cin-
zens (NRC) for Assam on
the basis of the 1951 NRC
and not on the electoral
rolls of March 1571,

In 2045, a threejudge
Bench of the court had re-

ferred the ease o a Consti-
tuticn Bench.

On Tuesday, appearing
before  the  fve-judge
Bench led by Chief Justice
Chardrachind, 2enior advo
cate Indira Jaising said the
case concerned people
who have been citizens for
a pericd of 40 yvears.
“Whether people  who
have been acquired cid-
zenship can now be denied
citizenship.., this question
should be heard as a prelic
minary issue,” Ms, Jaising,
for one of the parties,
urged the court. Senior ad-
vocate Dushyant Dave, also
for a party, sald the focus
of the case was the validity
of Section 6A, and that
should be decided firse. Mr.
Dave also highlighted ques.
tions raised about Section
2 of the 1955 Act concern-
ing children born in India
toy parents, one of whom is
an Indian and the other a
foreigner.

The court asked the la-
wyers o mect and finalise
the issues and presemt
them before the Bench on
January 140,



A conservation Bill that endangers forest rights
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Ministry evades direct reply on demand
to include Ladakh under 6th Schedule

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

Evading a direct reply on
the possible inclusion of
Ladakh wnder the Sixth
Schedule of the Constitu:
tion, the Union Home Mi-
nistry has informed a Par-
liamentary panel that the
main objective of the inclu-
sion of tribal populations
urcher the sabd Schedule is
to ensire their overall so-
Clo-econanic develap-
ment, which the Union
Territory's administration
“has already been taking
care of simoe its creation™.

On August 5, 2019, the
erstwhile Srate of [ammi &
Kashmir was bifurcated in-
to the Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, the lamer withow
a Legishutive Assembly,

o = _;..-'-‘f_'r. =
stabus for Ladakh, it peorg

was removied, several polit-
ical groups in Ladakh have
been demanding that kand,
emplovment and culiural
identity of Ladakh should
be protected under the
Sixth schedule.

The Schedule protects
tribal populations, provid-
INg autonomy [ communi-
ties through the creagion of

Steady fight: A protest in Dethi demanding the Sicth Schedule

Councils, which can frame
laws om land, public health
and agriculiune,

In 2021, Ladakh® only
memibeer in the Lok Sabha,
Jamyang Tsering Namgval
of the BIP, demanded con-
stitutional safeguards by
amending the Ladakh Au-
romomous - Hill  District
Council Act for the protec-

and] eultural identity of La-
ilakh  under the Sixth
Schedule.

Later, the Parliamentary
standing Comimittes  on
Home Affairs tabled a re
port in the Rajya Sabha re:
commending that special
stats may be granted o
the Union Territory consi-
dering the developmental
requirements of the tribal
population.

Responding to this, the
Ministry stated that “the
main objective for inclu-
sion of tribal population
under Fifth/Sixth Schedule
it to ensure their overall
socic-economic  develop-
meent, which, the UT admi-
niztration has already been
taking care of since its crea-
tion and sufficient funds
are being provided o La-
dakh o meet itz develop-
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Collegium
recommends

five judges
to top court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
MEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Ceslle-
gium led by Chief Justice of
India DY, Chandrachud on
Tuesday recommended
the names of five judges for
appointment in the top
court and three for eleva-
tion as Chiel Justices of
High Courts (HC),

The five judges recom-
mended to the govern-
ment for appointment as
Supreme Court judges are
Rajasthan HC Chief Justice
Pankaj Mithal, Paina HC
Chief Justice Sanjay Karol,
Manipur HC Chiel Justice
PV, Sanjay Kumar, Paina
HO judge Justice Ahsamud-
din Amanullah, and Alla-
habad HC judge Justice Ma-
noj Misra, in that order of
senfority. If the govern-
ment appoints them, the
vacancies in the top court
will come down to one.

The Collegium pro-
posed the names of Utta-
rakhand HC judge Justice
Sanjava Kumar Mishra as
CJ of the Jharkhand High
Court. The incumbent
Chief Justice, Dr. Ravi Ran-
jan, is retiring on Degem-
ber 15, 20022,

Gauhati HC judge Justice
N. Kotiswar Singh was re-
commended for elevation
as the CJ of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh High
Court. The incumbent
Chief Justice, Ali Mohd,
Magrey, retired on Decem-
ber 7, 2022,

Kerala HC judge Justice
K. Vinod Chandran was re-
commended for elevation
as the CJ of the Gauhati
High Court, The current
Gauhati CJ, Rashmin Man-
harbhai Chhaya, is retiring
in January next vear.
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No panel formed to
consider SC status for
Dalit converts: govt.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
not formed any commis-
sion to study granting of
Scheduled Caste (8C) sta-
tus to Dalit converts, Minis-
ter of State for Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment A.
Narayanaswamy said in a
written reply to the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.

Mr.  Narayvanaswamy
was responding to a ques-
tion by YSRCP member
Margani Bharat on “wheth-
¢r the government had
constituted a commission
to study giving SC status for
Dalit converts”.

The response came des-
pite the Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
on October 6 publishing a
notification regarding the
formation of a Commission
of Inquiry to examine the
demand for providing 5C
status to Dalit people of re-

ligions other than those
notiied in the Constitution
(Scheduled Castes) Order,
19500,

While saying “no” to the
YSRCP member, the go-
vernment, however, point-
ed to the Gazette notifica-
tion on the formation of
the commission.

The first term of refe-
rence for the commission
in the notihcation was out-
lined as follows: “To exa-
mine the matter of accord-
ing Scheduled Caste status
to new persons, who claim
to historically have be-
longed to the Scheduled
Castes, but have converted
to religion other than those
mentioned in the Presiden-
tial Orders issued from
time to time under Article
341 of the Constitution.”

The matter of according
SC status to Dalits who
have converted to Chris-
tianity or Islam is pending
in the Supreme Court.
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Interim relief

Headline inflation's moderation below
6% in November may not sustain yet

fter a seemingly interminable 10-month
A streak of Indian consumers facing runa-
way price rise of over 6%, retall inflation
appearsd to bave relented a bit in Movember to
5.88%. This may only e slightly below the 6% up-
per tolerance threshold for the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), but constitutes some relief. Since
April 2022, when retail prices surged at a near-
eight year high rate of 7.8%, five of the hrst eight
months of 202223 vear registered 7%-plus infla-
tion. Sequentially, November's 0.9 percentage
point drop from October’s 6,77% mark is the
sharpest moderation inthis period, with a similar
correction in rural inflation’s trajectory though it
remains high at 6.1%. The Finance Ministry
termed this a *drastic decline’ mainly sttributable
o a sharp decreasze in food price inflation
brought about by governiment measures. Con-
sumer food price inflation cooled to an 11-month
bow of 4.67% in November from over 7% in Octob-
er Vegetable prices accounted for most of the de
cline in food inflation — moving from 7.8% nlla-
tion in October to deflation of 8.1% last month,
and plummeting &.3% moenth-on-month.
Vepetable prices may remain benign for a bit,
bt are volatile by nature - excluding them, retail
infation would have accelerated to 7% in Novem-
ber, some reckon. There has been litthe respite on
other household budget items, including ezsen-
tial kitchen supplies such as cereals, milk and
spices, whose inflation rates accelerated to 13%,
8.2% and 19.5%, respectively, The Government
expects steps to check cereals and pulses prices
o b “felt more significantly” in coming months.
Fuel inflation rebounded 1o 10.6%, with kerosene
and coal costs rising month-on-month. Core in-
flation, which exchudes food and energy prices
and whiose “stickiness” RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das warned of in the latest monetary policy re-
view, inched up too. Price rise in transport and
communication, health, and household goods
and services accelerated. About 36% of items in
the Consumer Price Index basket clocked over
6% inflation in November, a higher proportion
than September and October. While asserting the
worst 15 behind us, the BBl estimates inflation to
average 6.6% in this quarer, 50 December could
ver see a bounce back bevond 7%. Inflation has to
be sustainably reined in below 6% and shepherd-
e to the preterned 4% target, but with industrial
output tripping as well, the central bank may
have limited room for aggressive rate hikes, and
fiscal policy may have 1o do the heavy lifting now,
That petrol pump prices remain frozen in India
means no gaing will acerue to consumers from
the dip in global crude oil prices, unless the daily
price reset regime for petroleum products is al-
bowed to function again, The Government could
fix that for starters,



The rise of rural manufacturing

heere 15 growing

evidence to suggest that

the most conspheuous

erend i the
nEnufaciuring sector b i has
baen ashift of mamdfacturing
activity and employment from
hﬂ{ﬂl cilses fo smaler ows and
risral aneds, This urban-rural
manufzcturing shift” has often
been interpreted as a mived ba,
as it has its share of sdvantages
that coubd transferm the rural
econoamy, &5 well as.a set of
consgraine, which coald hamper
hzher growth.

Given the size of the Indian
eoonomy and the need for
balamced regional developiment,
the dispersal of manufachering
activitkes is a welcoani: skgn,
However, the ooms pulsions of
global competitbon often @xoend
bevoad the considermtons of
lewavwage production and depend
on the virtues of ‘conducive
ecosystens” for Arms 1o grow.

The movemient of
muanuizcturing away from urban
locations was brought o by the
Wik Fank i a report o decude
agn iGhand, Ejaz ot al (302 "1s
India’s Manufacturing sector
Mowiag Amay [rom Cities? Policy
Rescarch 'u"|.'iur|n|:i:r.|5_ l"i_l.]:pr, Warld
Bank). This shady investigated the
ushanisation of the Indian
nmanufaciuring secior by
“eombining enterprise data (romy
formal and informal sectors and
fouemd that mamfactunng plants
in the Farenal sector are moving
sy fiodm urban aregs amd into
rural locations, while the informal
sector i movirsg from rural i
urban kocations™, Their results
sugpested that higher urhanerural
ot patios caused this shifi.

Raicemt data from the Annual
Survey of Industries for 200920,
shoaws that the rurnl seipment is a
signdficant contributor o the
manulaciLiring sector’s outpat.
While 42% of Bactories are in rusal
anea, 62% Of fixed capital s i b
rural side. This s the result of a
stzady stream of hvestments n
rural locations over the last twa
decades. [nterms of oatput and
value additbon, rural lactories

il 1
M. Suresh Bata

i Professor of
Econgimics at T
Hadias and currenily
Adviues ta Prime
Minkster's foonomic

Adhvrsnry Cadingil

A steady streaim
of Invesmiens
im sl
lewcations over
thee Tast (v
decades has
ensured that
4% off Factorics
s G2% of fixed
capital ks in the
rural side

contributed to exactly half of the
tatol sector, In terms of
employnsent, it accounted for
A%, but had only & 4% share in
e putinl wsages of Ll secior,

Srudies Rave dooumented
several cases for the relatively
abedddy rlse and presence of rurl
manufacturing. Riiral areas hine
generzlly been more attractive to
manufacmnng firms because
wages, property, and land costs
are all lower than in mog
metropolitan areas. Broadly there
coathd he three explanatioas for
this shift of mamelEcturing sy
frowm wrban bocations, First is the
factory loorspace supply
comstraints. Wien keeations get
move urbanised and congested,
the greater these space constrints
are. However, the driving force
b2hind such a shifi s the
cintimaing displacement of labour
by machinery asa result of the
contimecis capiial investments in
mew prodiction technobogies. In
cities, factories just canms be
eypanded a5 opposed to rral
areqs, Thus, incressed capital
intensity of production is one
regsnn for this trend

The second explanation hinges
on the production co:a
differentials. Many firms
expericnce substantially higher
agreraling costs Gin citkes tean in
tuaral weas, with isevitalle
corsequeences for the lirm's
profitability and competitiveness,

The third 1s the possibility of
capdal restructuring — an
approach advocated by mdical
and Marxist geographers.
According 1o this view, there ka
tendency for growing capital
accumalation and centralisation
by large multi-plant corporations.
Big firmis deliberatedy thift
production from cities to take
advaminge of the ovailability of bess
akilled, leas unionksed and less
costly rural Babour.

The shift in manulfacturing
activithes fron wrbeay e ural arss
hias helped malniain the
importance of maneacIuring as a
source of livelihood drersihcation
in rural [ndia. In the aftermath of
trade liberalisation, impon

competition intensified for memy
Indisn manufactarers, forcing
thiem o look for cheaper methods
and locatsors of production. One
WAty Ch N SO Wil DO IIIVE SO
operations from citbes w somller
towns, whene labour costs ane
cheaper, This trend lielped to

i ke wp for thee |oss ol
empiovment in some traditional
rural industries. The growth of
rural manufaciuring, by
penerating rew jobs, thus provides
an economic hase for the
rransition our of sprioliure.

Challenges ahead

Thee shilft 1owaeds naral
manufachuring fees Puo major
challerges. First, though frms
reap the benefils of lower costs via
bower rermis, the cost of capial
seems oo be higher for firms
ciperatigg on the rual side, Ths s
evident from the shares inorent
and inderest pabd. The rural
segment accounted for ondy 35%
of the sotal rent peaid, while it had
607% of the total interest
pavments, The benefits reaped
frowm o source seemm o be affaet
by the increased costs on the
other front.

Second, there exits an issue of
skills shortage” n nemal arcas as
manifacturing now meeds higher
skilled workers 1o comnpeete i the
highly techowdogical pholsal “nes
ecomamy’. Manuficniers who
depend only on low-wage workers
simiply canmnot sustain their
competitive edge for beager
periods a5 this cost advantage
vanishes over time. Manufachrers
who need higher skilled libour
finel thar rural aréas canmot supply
it in adeqeate quantities. This
sigrgeas the need for dear
solutions o the problems of Fural
manfactiring and the most
important is the provision of more
cducation and skilling for rural
winrcer. & more educated and
skillbed rural workborce will
estaldish maral areas’ comparat e
abvaniage of low wages, higher
reliability and productivity and
hasten the prooess of the
manement out of agricelun: to
higher-earning livel@soods.



‘India may be first to hold
satellite spectrum auction’

TRALin discussion with experts, regulators worldwide for suitable model, consultation paper to be

floated thereafter: to recommend steps to case process for gove. permissions, says chief Vaghela

Press Trust of India
MEW IELHI

ndia will be the first
l country to  auction
spectrum for satellite
cormmuinication (SatCom),
and it should be designed
o attract investments in
the sector, telecom regula
tor TEAI chairman PO
Vaghela said on Tuesday,
Speaking at a Broad-
band India Forum summit
on SatCom, Mr. Vaghela
said the Telecom Kegulaio-
ry Authority of India
(TRAD would seon make
recommendations to make
permissions required for
satellite  communication

Aiming for the sky

TRAL recesved reference fram Dol far spectrum bo be put ta
auctian and atsaciated aspects af satallite cammunication

from various Ministries =
Information and Broad-
casting, Space and Tele
“uim - HL‘i.I.IHiI.'?E-'n o en-
hanee ease of deing
business in the sector. He

& Auetian should be
lj["il_ﬂllfﬂ [LERT A EE A |
Irvestments In the sector

B THAI Wk g on
auctdon madel

® Agplicants need
permissicn from
Mintstries of Enfarmation.
and Broadcasting, Space
and Tespoom

also said THAI had received
d reference from the De-
partment of Telecommuni:
cation for the spectrum re-
guired o be put te auction
and associated aspects of

satellite-based  commni:
ciation. I think India will
b the first to handle the is-
sue of auctioning the space
base spectrum, We are
working on it."

TRAI iz vet to come up
with a consultation paper
k1 TI'L-E' SFHH!"'LII'H AUCEION a5
per the standard process
ARt fior sntellite
communication.

When asked about the
statis of the paper, Mr.
Varhela said that TRAI was
in dizcussion with experis
and regulators worldwide
for a suitable model and
the consultation paper
would e floated afver
those discussions are over.



‘Real rates turn positive as
inflation slows, peak in view’

Heuters
MUMBAIL

India’s real interest rare
has turned positive after
headline retail inflation
cased below 6% for the
first time this year, analysts
said, suggesting that the
peak policy rate is now
close at hand.

The RBI has raised repo
rate by 225 basis points
since May, taking the ter-
minal rate to 6.25%, to
curb inflationary pres-
sures. Inflation had stayed
above the central bank’s
repo rate for this vear, im-
plving a negartive real rate.

“India returned to a pos-
itive real policy rate in Now,
2022, and this month's 35
bps (basis points) rate hike
to 6.25% has moved the
real (inflation-adjusted) re-
po rate even more emphat-
ically into positive territo-

ry,” Prasenjit K. Basu, chiel
economust at 1CICI Securi-
ties wrote in a note.

“We retain our view that
the Dec. 2022 rate hike was
the last one for FY23 (fiscal
yvear 2023), and the next
policy action by the Re-
serve Bank of India (RBI)
will entail a rate cut of 25
bps,” Mr. Basu added.

India’s retail inflation
was at 5.88% in November,
as against 6.77% in the pre-
vious month, surprising

analysts who had predict-
ed the reading at 6.40%.
Inflation had stayed above
the central bank's target
for 10 straight months to
October.

While the central bank
does not target real rates,
most analysts expect it o
try keeping the inflation-
adjusted rate at close to 1%
to support growth,

This would mean that
the central bank will be
ready to pause rate in-
creases as inflation is seen
easing towards 5% in the
first quarter of 2022/23,
implying a real rate of
above 1%.

While the economic re-
search division of State
Bank of India believes that
the chances of a rate in-
crease are minimal in Fe-
bruary, Nomura lowered
the probability o 60%
from 70% previously.




Bad loans written off
by banks in the last
five years

In 2 lakh crore,
the worth of
® the had loans

written off by banks during the last five
financial years, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman informed Parliament.
Non-performing assets, including those in
respect of which full provisioning has been
made on completion of four years, have
been removed by way of write-off. PTI
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Only one-fourth of sanctioned solar
projects have taken off, says Minister

Somee solar parks were cancelbed due o sk progress; other hurdles include diffioulty in acquiring lind, emvironmental
pssures and Dalt in cormamic activiey owing o pandemic, New and Repewable Energy Minister RE. Siogh ells Rajva Sabha

Jawob Keshy

AW LRI

he Undn povern:
mieng hag so f&r
samctioned solar
projects willh 4 capacity ol
nearly 3900 NI bair one
tv o fourth have actoally
heen commissicmed o fa,
reveal Hgures proesenied by
K.E. Singh. Minigter for
New and Kenewable Ener
v, Im the Rajva Sabha on
Tuesclay
Umiler e “Schenwe o
Development  of Salar
Parks znc] Ulra Mega Solar
'ower Projects’, a tofa of
57 solar parks of aggregate
capacity of IwIrEmE Yy
were snctioned unel Mo

Tapping the ten: Fity-Leon Lol e wih 3 el capaty ol
B3 2985 MW wem saeticasd until kovembet-ond. miufies

weiniber-ernd . Howeser, ome
by sadar power projects of
FOATET MW T e o
misginmed in these parks,
Citng reasomns for the
shortlall, Mr Singh sakd
som golar parks hud been
cancelled due o thelr

“shra progress”. The key
challenges in this scheme
inchuded Fuscdles in acqui-
st of land with cear 13-
le: o “mismabch® in the
niEme Ralen to 36l ug & pro
jpect and Ebe infastradune:
1o mume the power pro-

thices] to the gnd; “envi-
ronmental ssues™ and the
hall in eoonommuac Sclvny
dhte g CUVELETS, i 2aid.

Hird habicar aifected
In hix elEmwme e “envi-
romnental  Bswes” M
Singh  meentioed  the
“Greai  Indion  Bwstard
WGIEY Bsae™. In reconl
vinird, thie habitat of the
GIE = a crhically endan
gered specles that numbser
hess thaan 300 in Bajisthan

has Teem e mivached
upon by salar pewer pro-
ok, particelarly by trang-
mission lmes that cndan
gier the barde

The supremie Court, lase
April, disecred power com-

panies o Loy underground
cabiles m solar parks in Ra
josthan thowgh few compa
nies complied with the
order.

Thee Mew and Bemews-
e Emergy Minbory okl
the Supeemee ot i De
cermber B that Ladng un-
derground cables were im
practical and woukd preanly
rase the cost of olar

o,
India had commbmed to
imstadiog 135,000 MW of
rrenenable energy by 2000
ool wlich 100,000 RIW was
o b s powrer. A o Oic-
toher 2008, 61,0040 MW of
SHAT pOwer was installed,
aceerding to numibers pre-
sened in Parllament.



Breakthrough in fusion technology

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.5. researchers announced a
historic nuclear fusion break-
through on  Tuesday that
could pave the way for alter-
native clean energy sources.
The Lawrence Livermore

National Laboratory (LLNL)
said an experiment it con-
ducted this month “produced
more energy from fusion than
the laser energy used to drive
it

The U.S. Department of
Energy  described  the
achievement of fusion igni-

tion as a “major scientific
breakthrough™ that will lead
to “advancements in national
defence and the future of
clean power.” LLNL director
Dr. Kim Budil described it as
“is one of the most significant
scientific challenges ever tack-
led by humanity.”
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Only 2% of cybercrime
complaints get
registered as FIRs

The number of
complaints of
% cyhercrime

reported daily across the country in the
last three years of which only 2% have
turned into FIRs, the Uinion Minister of
State for Home Nityanand Rai informed
Parliament. More than 16 lakh cybercrime
incidents have been reported and more
than 32,000 FIRs have been registered. PTI




Chinese tried to change
LAC status quo: Rajnath

Indian Army bravely prevented the PLA from transgressing into our territory and compelled
them to return to their posts, Defence Minister tells Parliament about the clash at Yangise

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

he Chinese troops
I unilaterally tried to
alter the status quo

on the Line of Actual Con-
irol (LAC) in Arunachal
Pradesh on December 9
and the move was contest-
ed by Indian soldiers in a
firm and resolute manmner,
Defence Minister Kajnath
Singh said on Tuesday,
Making a statement in
both Howses of Pariament
on the clash at Yangtse in
Tawang sector, Mr. Singh
said: *The ensuing face-off
led to a physical scuffle in
which the Indian Army
bravely prevented the PLA
[People’s Liberation Army]
froam Eransgressing into our
territory  and  compelled
them o retwrn 1w their
posts. The scuffle led to in-

Calling for peace: The Chinese side wis asked to maintin peace
and tranguillity along the bander, Rajnath Singh told Parliament, Fmi

juries w a few personnel
on both sides.”

“1 wish to share with the
Hrawse that there are no fa-
talities ar serious casual-
thes on our side,” he said.

Meanwhile, speaking to
the media outside Parlia-
ment, Home Minister Amit
Shah said: “No one can
capiure an inch of land il
the Narendra Modi govern-

ment is in power. The BJP
government will not allow
any incursion on land. We
will not leave an inch of
land. The bravery shown
by soldiers is appreciable,
they have saved our land.”

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10
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PLA blames
India for latest
face-off at LAC

Ananth Krishnan
BEIING

The Chinese military on
Tuesday blamed India for
triggering the December 9
clash by “illegally crossing”
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) People's Liberation
Army Senjor Colonel Long
shaohua, spokesperson for
the Western Theatre Com-
mand, said the Chinese
military was conducting “a
regular  patrol in the
Dongehang area” on “the
Chinese side of the LAC",

CONTINUED OHN
#* PAGE 10



PLA blames India for
latest face-off at LAC

That was whire the troops were “blocked by the
Indian Army Wlegally crossing™ the line, he sid.
Wi 22k the Indian side 1o srictly comrol and res-
train fromiine forces amd work with the Chimese
whdbe 10 prnian peace and trangul Sy o the bor-
der.” he sakl. “0ur weops” nesponse |5 poofesshon-
all, firen arl stamdared, which bas helped o caldl-
sz the siruadon, Both sides have been under
disemgagement snce then.”

1m & separate comment, Chinese Forcign Mink-
try spokesperson Warg Wenbin at a daily briefing
il e “the curremt Border situation between
China and India it generally seabla®™ amd “hath
shdes have maintained unimpeded communica-
tiom on border-nelated isaes through diplomatic
and milicary chanmel®.

Aggresslve pusture o

The clash has underined the growing risks of
“mirateglc misclulton™ along the border, a
foemier sendor Indian offcial sakd, with Chana's in-
creasingly apgressive posmre wrongly discoum:
ing Imadia’s willingmess to responid.

Thi: PLAS receni LAC iransgress i rum'ml
an AEREPCwERE posiime, seen sinoe NG, B as
ratsed the question “shether there 5 2 poemial
for serategic miscalonlation by Ching afer 1he mil-
itary stapd-oll in Ladakh®™, lormer Foreign Secre-
tary and Ambasacdor i Chica Vilgy Gokhale
witle im o i per puldished cn Taesday by
Carnegie India on China®s India policy. =Twa Chi-
e g plivas — Uial IndS will il intentional-
Iy escalate militarily in responese b low-level coer-
cihon amd that it will et ferms allfiances against the
coereer—should be weighed agairst the changes
in Indian strabeggic thindding simoe 2000,7 he said.

“First, the ambiguity that prevailed in India’s
discision- molking and sirategic dincles as to wheth-
o7 Chira is a partmer or a rival has been replaced
Iy strategic clarity. China’s behaviour is noaw pere
cetved a5 sdversariall.. Second, the klea of Aruneg.
b remrabin has been redefined. This s vobed
a change In risk-taldng appetse among the polii-
cal s, a4 vemilt of whicl the Srew Leopand
courmer-operaion o Rezng LaRechin La was
carvied et in Agfust BEEL" be waid, relerring to
India’s coumenmoves i the soumh of
Lake whach prslved Chima o sutweqoently dsen-
gage on the north bank. “This was an intentional
ecalation by Imdicn that was not anticipated by
Chime” he noted. “Thus the Chinese assumpticon
that there will be no immediabe backlash to lowe-le-
vel poercion on ibhe LAC becanse India bs rigke
averse may mo bonger be walid =

He said Chipese scholars “also nevd to revisdi
the ickea that an Indian respomse to future métitary
coercion will remain indefindiely low™ s Inda "l
niw maone willing and comminted o emhancing
miliiary capachiy in preparation for the diuation
of armed coexistenoe that B expicts 1o prevall
adong the Lac"

‘Mied better risk management®

With geowing remsions abong the border, there was
& urgeid Beed For better risk managenvent, M.
Gokhale argued. “The Galwan mcident has shwn
that, conlrary b [ndian hopes, preveitive miea-
sures and the pursuit of peace and 1ranguillity
untary wiied e saaflicient bo cdeter a Cliina tlt belienss
it has military adhvamage along the LA be cau-
tiomed. “Thue, given that there is likeby 1o b= & mil-
itary imbalance there in the short term, Imdia
should prioritise the pursait of higher-leve] risk
management. This b qualisatively differcnd than
weeking peace amd tranguility=risk mansgemeni
shifts the focus from the ground 1actical level 1o
the politico-strategic level. Malogue an this bevel
world reducr the risk of escalacion te an undesir
able threshold, Thes, the pesumption of poliical
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General Siudies Paper |

History of Indian culture will cover the salfient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modemn times;

m

Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributars / confributions from different parts of
the country;

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

m |[2] &

History of the world will include events from 187 century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decclonization,

Folitical philesophies like communism, capitalism, socialism efc-their forms and effect on the
society

Salient features of Indian Sociaty, Diversity of India;

Effects of globalization on Indian society;

Raole of woman and wormen's organization;

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

Salient features of world’s physical geography;

Geographical features and their location- changes in critical gecgraphical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes:

Important Geophysical phanomana such as eanthquakes, Tsunami, Violcanic activity, cyclona ate.

Z =] r |IEm|l=]=|ZT|C¥ T

Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world {including India);

Fopulation and associated issues;

2|m| O

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

General Studies Paper ||

india and its neighbourhood- relations;

impaortant International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India's interests;

O |Om|x

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India andfor affecting India's
interesis

m

indian Constituteon, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

-

Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries,

Functions and responsibiities of the Union and the Siates, Bsues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from if;

Farliament and Siate Legislah.lrersw-cture. functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;




Separaton of powers Delwesn vanous organs Gspute redressal mechamnisms and instiutions;

Appointment o varous Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilties of vanouws
Constitutional bodias:

Stalulory, regulatory and vanous quasi-udicial bodies;

Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable seciions;

Salient features of the ﬁapmsema!inn of ﬁEﬂpIe's Act;

important aspects of governance. transparency and accountability. e-governance- applications,
madels, successes, limitations, and potential;

Ciizens charlers, transparency & accountability and institutional and olther measures,

Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

A Dlo]l O |2 = |Ir] & |-

Welfare schemes for vulnerable seclions of the population by the Cenire and Siates, Pedormance
of thesa schames:

w

Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resouces,

-

Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services refaling to health

Ganearal Studias Paper Il

r

Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

Effects of liberalization on the econormy, changes in mdustrial policy and thair effects on industial
growth;

Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

Iinfrastructure Eﬂﬂl’ﬂ'f. Ports, Roads, Alrpors, ﬁaihl.rays etc. Government budgeting;

Land reforms i India

Major crops, cropping pattemns in vanous parts of the country, different types of imgation and
lmigation systems;

Storage, transport and markeling of agricullural preduce and issues and related consiraints:;

TG M mO|cr] m

e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

Issues of buffer stocks and food secunly, Public Distributson System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, reévamping,

Food processing and related industrizs in India = scope and significance, location, upstream and
downsiraam reguiraments, supoly chain managemeant;

Issues related (o direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;

Developmeants and their applications and affects in evaryday life;

Issues ralating to intellaciual propenty rights

Conservation, envirenmeantal polleton and degradation, emaronmental impact assassment

Disaster and disaster management

Challenges to intermal security fhrough communication nefworks, role of media and social
nebworking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

w| o DD |Q|Z|E|r|R]| =

Money-laundering and it5 prevention;




Warous forces and thear mandate;

Security challenges and their management in border areas;

Linkages of organized crime with lemarizm;

Rode of exdlernal state and non-state aclors in crealing challenges to inleémal security,
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Linkages between development and spread of exiremism,

Ganeral Studias Paper IV

Ethics and Human Inferface; Essence, determinanis and consequences of ELhics in human actions:

Dimensions of ethics:

Ethics In private and pubc relationships. Human vales - lessons Trom the (ves and teachings of
ﬂ'EHl lEaders, relonmers and adminiziralors,;

Rode of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

Attitude: Comtenl, structune, function; its iInfluence and relation with thought and behawviour,

Moral and political atfitudes;

G mimiQl & |m|F

Social influence and persuasion.

=

Aptitude and foundational values for Chil Service | inlegely, impartiality and non-parisanship,
objectinty, dedicabon lo public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion lowards the weaker
sechong,

Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their uliilies and application in administration and governance

Contributions of moral thinkers and philcsophers from India and world.

PubliciCivil senace values and Ethics in Public admanistration: Stabus and problems,

Elhical concermns and dilemmas in EI:HI"EFI'I-I'T'IHH and provale instdutions;

Laws, nules, regulations and conscience as

sources of ethical guidance;

Accountability and ethacal goeernance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in govemancs;
elhical issues in intermational relations and funding;

Corporale governance.

Prabity in Governance: Concepl of public semvice,

alole| o |ziz|-|x]<]|-

Philosophical basis of governance and probiby;

oy

Information sharing and transparency in govermment, Right 1o Infarmation, Codes of Etwes, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen's Charters, Weork cutture, Qualty of service delivery, Uilization of public funds,
challenges of comuption,

Case Sludies on above 1ssues,




